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INTRODUCTION
Canine aggressiveness represents 52-72% of all ethological
consultations. It’s social impact is due to the amount of people bitten
each year, its economical cost and the cost in animal welfare.
OBJECTIVES
- Evaluate the effectiveness of the legislation.
- Review the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of aggressivity.
- Propose a model of diagnostic table.
- Evaluate the adoption as an alternative to euthanasia.
PREVENTION
Further attacks should be prevented in aggressive
dogs with control and surveillance, to avoid
impulsiveness and reinforcement.
The appearance of aggressivity in non aggressive dogs
could be prevented educating owners and kids about
canine behaviour, selecting breeders in kennels and
socialising puppies.
CONCLUSIONS
1. BSL laws proved to be less effective than nBSL laws. They should be modified
2. Diagnosis includes a veterinary exam, an exhaustive anamnesis, behavioural tests in
shelters or kennels and risk analysis.
3. Treatment includes training and behavioural modification (desensitisation and
counterconditioning). Adjuvant therapies can be considered.
4. Appearance of aggressivity can be prevented with education of population, adequate
breeding programs and socialization programs
TREATMENT
Table 6: Types of treatments based on the type of aggressiveness. Own elaboration.
CLASSIFICATION OF AGGRESSIVENESS
Fig. 1: Offensive and defensive postures of the dog. Manteca X. 2002. Etología 
Clínica Veterinaria del Perro y del Gato. 2a ed. Barcelona: Multimédica. 261p
Table 2: Aggressiveness classification based on the posture of the dog, the
victim and the context of aggressions. Own elaboration.
OFENSIVE POSTURE DEFENSIVE POSTURE
DIAGNOSIS
The diagnosis is based on veterinary exam to discard organic
causes and exhaustive anamnesis to identify the type of
aggressiveness. Behavioural tests are helpful for the diagnosis in
shelters or kennels (Table 5).
The risk analysis is essential to determine the risk of treating a
dog in it’s environment, as it takes months to success. In high risk
dogs due to its actual environment, adoption could be an
alternative to euthanasia.
A model of diagnostic table is proposed on the project paper.
Table 5: Comparative table of different available behavioural tests. Own elaboration.
LEGISLATION
There’re two types of laws of dangerous dogs in Europe:
- BSL laws (Breed Specific Legislation)
- nBSL laws (non-Breed Specific Legislation) → These have proved to 
be more effective reducing the aggressions.
Table 1: Breeds considered Potentially Dangerous Dogs (PDD) in the
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